218        ASHANTEES DRIVEN BACK.

filled the valley in a state of fearful commotion,
and exhibited a terrific picture of savage despera-
tion.    Perceiving the incertitude of his army, the
King descended from the hill for the purpose of
animating the troops by liis presence.    The royal
cortege, as it swept down the height, and mixed
with the heaving crowds below, was singularly
imposing.    The King advanced with a gaudy um-
brella held over his head,   followed by a glitter-
ing and diversified train, consisting of his nume-
rous wives  and  eunuchs celebrating  his praises
and his deeds in barbarous lyrics, while others
amongst his retinue were employed in waving bril-
liant feathers and fans, and the tails of elephants
and horses over the head of the monarch, keep-
ing regular time with the inspiring war-song, to
which all his guards contributed in an uproarious
chorus.    The King exhibited great personal cou-
rage and perseverance ; again and again he rallied
his  disconcerted  troops,  who   were seen   flying
about in all directions in the utmost disorder.    In
this way the conflict was prolonged until darkness
fell upon the scene and terminated the battle.   On
the cessation of hostilities, the Asharitees retired,
with the intention, as the British soldiers believed,
of renewing the fight with the return of daylight.
Major Chisholm, taking advantage of the circum-
stance, removed into the fort for the night, and
discovered for the first time, that the stock of am-
munition, particularly the musket balls, was nearly